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Dear Members,

Recently the California Wool Growers
Office has received a few calls from
members who misinterpreted an
information sheet that was sent from
our office to the membership.  The
information was regarding a Cal Wool
Marketing Cooperative membership
meeting that was held in early
January; at that meeting, the members
that were present voted to dissolve the
wool cooperative. The Cal Wool
Marketing Cooperative was formed in
the early 1950’s to help producers in
our state market their wool. It has
been very successful over the years and
has been an important part of the
infrastructure of the California Sheep
Industry. I would like to take this
opportunity to clarify any
misunderstanding that this
information sheet may have caused. 
California Wool Growers Association
is not Cal Wool.

The California Wool Growers
Association is your state organization. 
We are often referred to as the “Voice
of the California Sheep Industry”.  We
are your legislative and
communication organization. We deal
with local, state, and national issues
that may negatively or positively affect
our California sheep producers. 
Often times we collaborate our efforts

with the American Sheep
Industry. ASI is our National
organization. It represents all its
State Association members
nationally.

CWGA is Alive and Kicking. I am
pleased to tell you that we are
financially sound and presently has
600 plus members.  We are always
working on developing new
relationships and nurturing our
old ones with the State and
National people and agencies that
affect our industry. We go to
Washington D.C. each year with
other State representatives on a
lobbying trip that ASI co-
ordinates.  Our next trip is
scheduled for May. Please let us
know if you may be interested in
joining us.  This trip is always a
tremendous opportunity for us to
lobby our Congressmen and
Senators.
 
CWGA also holds an annual Ram
Sale. This year the Sale will be in
Tulare on Saturday April 12th.
The California Ram Sale has
always been a high quality Sale. I
encourage you to attend and
support this Sale. The income
generated from the Ram Sale is a

substantial part of our income
budget. These funds help fund the
Association which in turn is always
striving to help the California sheep
producer be profitable and
successful.
 
I hope that this clarifies the
confusion and misunderstanding
that our Information sheet may
have caused. We will miss Cal Wool
Marketing; however, CWGA is still
here and will continue to work
diligently on behalf of the California
Sheep Industry and its many
member friends.  With the arrival
of some much needed rain, stronger
wool prices, and a steady strong
lamb market we, at CWGA are
optimistic and looking forward to a
good 2008.
 
Please do not hesitate to call the
Office or any of the Officers with
any questions or concerns.
 
Thank You
 
John Cubiburu
1st Vice President
California Wool Growers Association
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After nearly three months of sales under
the Livestock Risk Protection-Lamb
(LRP-Lamb) insurance program, one
company reports being very pleased
with their sales. This industry-owned
company – Food and Fiber Risk
Managers (FFRM) LLC – was
principally set up to provide sheep
producers with an avenue to purchase
LRP-Lamb insurance and other
livestock-related products secondarily.

The LRP-Lamb pilot program was
created by the American Sheep Industry
Association (ASI) to protect feeders and
producers from unexpected lamb price
declines.

“ASI invested a lot of resources into
the development of LRP-Lamb and it
has been clear all along that producers
and feeders need this product,” explains
Steve Raftopoulos, FFRM board
member. “FFRM was created by the
sheep industry and for the sheep
industry to help deliver risk management
tools to them and others in the livestock
sector.”

Thus far, sales of LRP-Lamb have been
strong. In fact, Alex Glann, FFRM
president, has been impressed with the
number of policies they have sold and
expects the trend to continue.
“We have seen a stronger start with the
sale of LRP-Lamb than that of the other
livestock risk protection programs,”
says Glann. “Livestock-related crop
insurance products are very new to the
crop insurance industry and the industry
has tremendous resources and
investment in the area of traditional
crops. We believe that FFRM’s niche
in the crop insurance business is
livestock. We have expertise in this area
and that will be our focus.”

One Arizona lamb feeder who says he
has been waiting a long time for a
product like this to be developed is
Martin Auza.

“This is a volatile business as the market
is continually going up and then back
down. I bought the insurance to protect
my business from these fluctuations,”
says Auza, who has purchased the
maximum amount of price insurance
allotted by the Risk Management Agency
from FFRM.

Auza claims that the staff at FFRM has
been very helpful and provided more
hands-on service to him than the other
insurance agents he had spoken to.

“It is a good program for producers and
feeders as sometimes you have no idea
what price you will get three or four
months down the road, I’ve talked with
the FFRM staff almost every week and
they help me analyze how the LRP-Lamb
offerings fit into my production and
business plans,” he explains.

Chico Denise, a lamb feeder from Texas,
could not agree more with Auza’s
comments regarding FFRM.

“A lot of people, including myself, have
questions about this insurance product
because it is new to the industry,” Denise
says, “I bought the insurance product
from FFRM because of its educated staff
and because they understand the
importance of mitigating the risk
associated with the lamb market.”

“LRP-Lamb is a great tool for producers
and feeders to balance out the lows and
highs of the lamb market. I suggest
producers with questions about this new
product speak with the staff at FFRM.
They will be able to assist you in deciding
which insurance policy best fits the
needs of your livestock operation,”
concludes Raftopoulos.

The staff at FFRM is available every
weekday at 877-957-9339 or visit their
Web site at www.fafrm.com.

Strong Sales Reported of LRP-Lamb by FFRM
By Amy Trinidad - Sheep Industry News Editor



WASHINGTON, Jan. 25, 2008 - The
U.S. Department of Agriculture
announced that eligible farmers and
ranchers who suffered livestock,
livestock feed and crop losses that
occurred before Dec. 31, 2007, can
apply to receive disaster payments
beginning today.
On Dec. 26, 2007, President Bush
signed the Consolidated
Appropriations Act, 2008 (2008 Act).
The 2008 Act amends certain sections
of the U.S. Troop Readiness, Veterans’
Care, Katrina Recovery, and Iraq
Accountability Appropriations Act,
2007, which allows agricultural
producers who suffered losses for crops
planted before Feb. 28, 2007, or
eligible livestock or livestock feed losses
between Jan. 1, 2005, and Feb. 28,
2007, to apply for disaster payments
under the Crop Disaster Program
(CDP), Livestock Compensation
Program (LCP) and Livestock
Indemnity Program (LIP). The 2008
Act extends CDP, LCP and LIP
payments to eligible farmers and

ranchers who suffered 2007 crop,
livestock and livestock feed losses
throughout the 2007 crop year
before Dec. 31, 2007.
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is
now accepting applications and
making payments for quantity losses
before Dec. 31, 2007, under CDP.
FSA is currently issuing LCP and LIP
payments for losses up to Feb. 28,
2007, and will soon issue payments
for losses incurred during the
remainder of 2007. FSA will
conduct sign-up and begin making
payments for quality losses under
CDP this spring. More information
about CDP, LCP and LIP is available
online at: http://disaster.fsa.usda.gov
.
The Dairy Disaster Assistance
Payment (DDAP-III) Program, which
provides benefits to eligible dairy
producers for production losses
suffered as a result of natural disasters
since Jan. 1, 2005, has also been
extended by the 2008 Act to cover,
in addition, any 2007 disaster

USDA ACCEPTS APPLICATIONS FOR CROP, FEED AND LIVESTOCK LOSSES SUFFERED
FEB. 28 UP TO DEC. 31, 2007 New Law Effects Other FSA Programs

occurring before Dec. 31, 2007. As a
result, DDAP-III sign-up, which began
Dec. 3, 2007, was temporarily
suspended until automation, policy,
procedure and other administrative
items could be updated accordingly.
DDAP-III program sign-up will resume
Feb. 4, 2008.
2008 Act Affects other FSA Programs
The 2008 Act also extends FSA’s
authority to administer the
Conservation Reserve Program and
marketing loan benefits for wool and
mohair through March 15, 2008. It
also allows the Milk Price Support
Program to continue operating at
current price support levels through
March 15, 2008. Under the 2002 Farm
Bill, USDA’s authority to administer
these three programs expired on Dec.
31, 2007.
Additionally, the 2008 Act provides
$3.3 billion in direct and guaranteed
loan funds for FSA’s Farm Loan
Programs.

Va ccine

Pr o tect y our Fl ock,  and
Suppor t the CW GA

- Blue Tongue -
10, 11 and 17 strains

- Vibrio -
125 dose vials

- Killed Anaplasmosis -
cattle vaccine

Call today - (916) 444-8122 Place your
order today, with CWGA!

Would you like to travel to Washington DC to
discuss the future of the sheep industr y

with leading politicians?

Members of the California Wool Growers Association will
be traveling to Washington, DC, May 6-9, 2008.  This annual trip is
in conjunction with ASI and other state associations.  The visit to
our Nations Capital includes meetings with California Senators and
Congressional members.  It is an opportunity for the industries voice
to be heard.

Although many people think that visits are nerve racking
and intimidating this is not the case.  The offices willingly listen to
our industries concerns and you will find it to be a very rewarding
trip.

If you are interested, please contact the CWGA office by
April 1.  If you would like the part of the visit, you are welcome to
attend.  ASI will pay for the cost of the hotel rooms while in DC, we
ask that you pay for your plane ticket and other expenses.

The Legislative Committee hopes that you will be able to
join the CWGA on this educational and beneficial trip.
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2008 California Ram
and Invitational Ewe Sale

The 88th Annual California Ram Sale is scheduled for April 12, at the Tulare County Fairgrounds, in
Tulare Ca.  The sale committee is expecting there to be over 600 consignments, representing several breeds,
including Suffolk, Hampshire, Rambouillet, Columbia and Crossbreds.  In addition to the Rams offered for
sale there is also an “Invitational Offering of Yearling Ewes” for sale.  Registered Hampshire, Suffolk and
Rambouillet ewes will be sold.  This is the perfect opportunity for anyone interested in the sheep industry to
make a valued purchase of quality livestock.

This sale is designed to provide the California sheep industry an outlet of consistent, superior rams,
while improving the quality and production of lamb and wool.  The sale committee enforces rigorous veterinary
sifting and quality sifting to assure the buyers that only quality animals are being offered.

This year there are several new components being added to the sale.  On Friday, John Openshaw will
be doing an ultrasound demonstration.  Consignors will have the opportunity to have their rams or ewes
scanned.  This information is a great tool to know the type of lamb product these animals will produce.

The sale is a great opportunity for sheep producers.  In addition to the sale there will also be a trade
show which includes allied members within in the industry.  This will allow producers and attendees to see the
latest technology and pharmaceuticals available within the sheep industry.

Anyone interested is encouraged to attend.  Lunch will be served at 11:30 a.m. and the sale will begin
at 12:30.  The Invitational Ewes will sell first, followed by the single registered rams rounding out the sale with
the pens of range rams.   For details or more  information contact Lesa Carlton at the California Wool
Growers Association at (916) 444-8122 or email cwga@gvn.net.

Places t o s ta y in T ular e:
Charter Inn and Suites:

1016 East Prosperity Ave
Tulare, CA 93274

(559) 685-9500
Group Code: Wool

Best Western:
1051 N Blackstone St

Tulare, CA 93274
(559) 688-7537

Friday - April 13
8:00AM Vet Inspection
12 noon Vet Luncheon
5:30 Buyer and Consignor Potluck

Saturday - April 14
8:00AM Barns Available to Consignors

Trade Show Open
11:30am Buyers Luncheon
1:00 87th Annual Ram Sale

88t88t88t88t88t h Annual - Califh Annual - Califh Annual - Califh Annual - Califh Annual - Calif ororororor nia Rnia Rnia Rnia Rnia R am Saleam Saleam Saleam Saleam Sale



LIVESTOCK GRAZING ON  VERNAL POOL LANDSCAPES
Friday, February 8, 2008     9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Laguna Water Treatment Plant, Santa Rosa

Sotoyome Resource Conservation District presents a workshop forSotoyome Resource Conservation District presents a workshop forSotoyome Resource Conservation District presents a workshop forSotoyome Resource Conservation District presents a workshop forSotoyome Resource Conservation District presents a workshop for
livestock producers, landowners, land managers, and others interested in grazing on vernal pool lands.livestock producers, landowners, land managers, and others interested in grazing on vernal pool lands.livestock producers, landowners, land managers, and others interested in grazing on vernal pool lands.livestock producers, landowners, land managers, and others interested in grazing on vernal pool lands.livestock producers, landowners, land managers, and others interested in grazing on vernal pool lands.

Vernal pools are wetlands that occur in many of central Sonoma County’s grasslands. Recent research
supports the idea that well-managed grazing can benefit the plants and animals of these unique wetlands,

and opportunities for livestock producers on vernal pool preserves are growing.

The purpose of this workshop is to share information
about how to make conservation grazing on these lands feasible and effective.

Presentations by:
Jaymee Marty, Ph.D., Ecologist, The Nature Conservancy
Greg Fisher, Restoration Manager, Sotoyome RCD
Lisa Bush, Rangeland Management consultant
Stephanie Larson, Range Management Advisor, UC Cooperative Extension

Panel Discussions will include livestock producers, plant biologists and wetland experts involved with wetlands
management on the Santa Rosa Plain.  Panelists will describe their experiences with livestock grazing on vernal pool
lands, and discuss methods, opportunities, and challenges.

Field Trips  to local sites will illustrate a variety of grazing regimes currently used on vernal pool lands.

Lunch will be providedLunch will be providedLunch will be providedLunch will be providedLunch will be provided
To register, complete and return the attached registration form and $20 registration fee. Enrollment is limited, so register
early! Deadline to enroll is February 1, 2008.   For more information, contact: Joan Schwan, (707) 823-0446,
schwanjo@sonoma.edu or Ruth Ark, (707) 569-1448 ext 103, rark@sotoyomercd.org

Workshop Registration F orm:  Livestock Grazing on Vernal Pool Landscapes
Name/Organization___________________________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________________

City_____________________________________Zip_______________________________

E-mail_____________________________ Phone___________________________________

Do you prefer a vegetarian lunch? _____yes _____no
Send completed form and $20 registration fee (made payable to Sotoyome RCD) to:
Ruth Ark, Sotoyome RCD - P.O. Box 11526 - Santa Rosa, CA 95406



F r esno L iv es t oc k

Commission LLC
559 W Lincoln - Fresno, CA 93706 -- (559) 237-5259

Lambs and sheep sell at 11:00 a.m. every Saturday
Average over 100 consignors and 100 buyers every week!

Hauling and Special Sales Available

Phil Tews - Auctioneer
Cindy Stuhan - Co-Owner

Lambs Ewes

RamsSheep

�����������	���
	����
����������
����������������������	�����������	�����


�������
����������������

�������

��� !�� �"!�

�����!#$ "#$ %&#'
(�)����� !�� �"!'

���*+�,����*�+
*�����"-�.����'�&
/�����-�0/��!�#&�

1 ����������	���2	�������3����4�+���



L ive W ire Pr oducts , Inc

We offer the best pricing, largest selection and expert
advice for your next fencing project.  We specialize in
permanent and portable electric fencing.  When only

the best will do, call the friendly folks at LWP!

For all of your electric fencing needs, Live Wire Products, Inc is your best and only choice.

800-272-9045
1127 E Street - Marysville, CA 95901

The next time you call be sure to mention you are a CWGA member!

Patten’s Angora Acres -
Maremma LivestockGuard Dogs

Guards from Mountain Lions,
bears, and coyotes.

 email: angoraacres@direcway.com
Phone: (707) 972-5409

www.angoramaremma.com.

Guard DogsGuard DogsGuard DogsGuard DogsGuard Dogs

Classified
A dv er tisements

LGD puppies for sale.
Anatolian/Akbash cross,

born 11-15-2007, raised with sheep.
Three males, 2 females.

Anatolian/Maremma cross, raised
with sheep.

One male born 8-7-2007.
, raised with sheep.

Call 530-347-1923 or 530-945-6144.
Asking $250.00
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February 8
Livestcok Grazing on Vernal Pools

See page 5 for details

March 25
California Ag Day at the Capitol

March 28
CWGA Board of Directors Meeting

April 12
California Ram Sale

Tulare, CA

Have you seen the new
and improved

CWGA Website?

www.woolgrowers.orgwww.woolgrowers.orgwww.woolgrowers.orgwww.woolgrowers.orgwww.woolgrowers.org

Visit the website,
and let us know
what you think!


