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WASHINGTON, Nov. 7, 2008 – Owners
and operators of farms with 10 or fewer
base acres now have the opportunity to
receive payments for the 2008 Direct and
Counter-cyclical Payment Program. On
Oct. 13, 2008, President George W. Bush
signed a bill that made amendments to the
2008 Farm Bill.
These amendments apply to farms with
crop acreage bases of 10 acres or less. These
changes and clarifications allow some
producers more flexibility in farming
practices and create new sign-up
opportunities with new deadlines for some
farms. The amendments also apply to the
new Supplemental Revenue Assistance
(SURE) Program.
10-Base Acre Limit Changes
As originally enacted under the 2008 Farm
Bill, direct and countercyclical payments
(DCP) could not be made with respect to
farms with crop acreage bases of 10 acres
or less. The new law makes that provision
inapplicable for the 2008 crop year.
Related to this, producers on a farm with
10 acres or less of base may now, under the
new law, enroll their farms until Nov. 26,
2008, in the 2008 DCP program. This
extension of the original Sept. 30 deadline
only applies to producers who were
previously excluded because of the
minimum acreage requirement. USDA
began issuing payments to producers on
farms with 10 base acres or less who had
already enrolled in the DCP program soon
after the President signed the new law.
USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will
now resume allowing reconstitutions for
farms with 10 acres of base or less according
to normal reconstitution rules and policy.

Eligible producers may sign up for
DCP at any FSA office or enroll on
the FSA website at:
www.fsa.usda.gov/dcp click on
Access eDCP Services.
Supplemental Revenue Assistance
Program (SURE) Changes
Under SURE in the 2008 Farm Bill,
producers seeking disaster benefits
must generally have obtained crop
insurance or coverage under the Non-
insured crop disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) for all crops on all
farms. Under the new law (P.L. 110-
398), producers with crops that had
2009 crop insurance sales closing
dates before Aug. 14, 2008, may pay
a fee through Jan. 12, 2009, to
participate in SURE. Producers may
make their SURE participation fee
payments to their local FSA office at
this time.
The SURE program fee is equal to
the fee for catastrophic coverage.
Payment of the SURE program fee
will not make the producer eligible
for insurance coverage.
Producers also have a new minimum
loss threshold under SURE. Under
the new law, to qualify for payments,
there must be a production loss of
at least 10 percent for at least one
crop of economic significance on the
farm.
Under the SURE program, the new
law provides that when a second
crop is planted after the first crop was
prevented from being planted, or if
such first crop failed, the second
planting will not count toward the

SURE program guarantee or total farm
revenue. This is true except in areas where
double-cropping is a normal practice.
Producers also are not required to
purchase crop insurance or a NAP policy
for the second crop.
By provision of the new statute, the
purchase of insurance or a NAP policy
for grazed acreage is no longer a
requirement for the SURE program.
However, such insurance is required as a
condition for payment for the livestock
feed program, tree assistance program and
the emergency livestock, honeybees and
farm-related fish programs.
In addition, the new law amends SURE
eligibility so that crop insurance or NAP
coverage is no longer required for crops
that are not of economic significance or
those where the administrative fee
required to buy NAP coverage exceeds
10 percent of the value of the coverage.
Producers can contact their local FSA
office for more information regarding
SURE program implementation.
NAP (Non-Insured crop disaster
Assistance Program) Application
Deadline Changes
NAP application closing dates for the
2009 crops have been extended to Dec.
1, 2008. This extension for 2009 NAP
applies to those crops having an
application closing date prior to Dec. 1,
2008. This extension was authorized due
to the late enactment of the 2008 Farm
Bill and to accommodate those
applicants wanting to participate in
disaster assistance programs under the
2008 Act’s Supplemental Agricultural
Disaster Assistance for their 2009 crops.
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The U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) today
announced that it will offer lamb
producers, feeders and first
handlers the opportunity to vote
in a nationwide referendum on
whether to continue or terminate
the Lamb Promotion, Research,
and Information Order,
authorized under the Commodity
Promotion, Research, and
Information Act of 1996. The
referendum will be held Feb. 2-27,
2009.
The referendum will be conducted
at USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) county offices. To be eligible
to vote, persons must certify and
provide documentation, such as a
sales receipt or remittance form,
which shows they have been
engaged in the production, feeding
or slaughtering of lambs during the
period, Jan. 1, 2008, through Dec.
31, 2008.
Beginning Feb. 2, 2009, and
continuing through Feb. 27, 2009,
persons eligible to vote should
obtain form LS-86 from a county
FSA office either in person, by
mail, fax or via the Internet at
ht tp: / /www .ams.usda.gov/
lsmarketingprograms. Persons
must vote in the referendum at the
county FSA office where their
administrative farm records are
maintained. For those persons not
participating in FSA programs, the
opportunity to vote will be
provided at the county FSA office
where the person owns or rents

land.
Form LS-86 and supporting
documentation must be returned
in person, by mail or by fax to the
appropriate county FSA office.
The form and documentation
returned in person or by fax must
be received in the appropriate
county office prior to the close of
business on Feb. 27, 2009. The
form and documentation returned
by mail must be postmarked no
later than midnight on Feb. 27,
2009, and received in the county
FSA office by March 6, 2009.
Notice of the referendum will be
published in the Dec. 16, 2008,
Federal Register. Copies of the Final
Rule and Notice are available from
the Marketing Programs Branch;
Livestock and Seed Program,
AMS, USDA; STOP 0251 - Room
2628-S; 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW; Washington, D.C.
20250-0251; (202) 720-1115; or
via the Internet at
w w w. a m s . u s d a . g ov /
lsmarketingprograms.
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A message from CWGA President, John Cubiburu

Dear CWGA members,

I hope all our CWGA members and
your families had a wonderful
Thanksgiving.   Thanksgiving always
reminds me of how lucky and
appreciative I am for my wonderful
Wife, Family and Friends.

This month I would like to write to
you all about a new Certif ied Wool
Program that has been put together
by the American Sheep Industry.
The program is voluntary; however,
I see it as a potential immediate
opportunity to increase our wool
sales for 2009.

Participation in the program is easy
as producers are only asked to
voluntarily sign an agreement
stating they have followed certain
techniques to improve their wool
preparation.   ASI realizes that they
can not change the conditions of the
wool market; however, preparing a
quality clip can increase the number
of markets available to you all as
producers.

There are two levels of certification
that makes it practical for every
producer to participate. For most
producers, the Choice Wool Clip
Program will best fit your needs. In
fact, many wool marketers say most
of their producers already follow a
similar improvement program.
Basically, the program requires
producers agree to the following: 

· recommend use of a
certified shearer or
shearing crew;

· minimize all wool
contamination with   

emphasis on polypropylene
and colored fibers;

· sort sheep by breed/wool
type prior to shearing and
package different breeds
and other obvious
differences in wool  quality
separately;

· remove belly wool and
package belly wool
separately from fleeces and
tags;

· use only new and approved
non- contaminating wool
packing materials;

· guard against
contamination due to
carelessness or neglect;

· label all wool bags and
packs properly;

· maintain a written record
of the wool clip; and

· notify marketing agency of
actions taken to produce a
Choice Wool Clip and file
necessary documents.

The Premium Wool Clip Program
is a more-involved program and is
designed for larger flocks of wool
and dual-purpose breeds of sheep in
which table skirting will improve the
marketability of the clip and the
volume of wool is sufficient to allow
for classing by a certified wool
classer. This program calls for all of
the above mentioned requirements
in addition to:

· exclusively white-face wool
sheep that have been
sheared prior to lambing
or crutched within 90 days
of shearing to reduce the
amount of stained wool
and  colored fibers;

· fully table-skirted wool;

· wool that is classed by a
certified wool classer;

· wool that is baled in new
nylon wool packs and
labeled according to the
ASI Code of Practice; and

· fleece lines that are
properly sampled, tested
and described for
marketing including core
test, grab sampled, tested   
for staple length and
strength and assigned an
AWEX-ID.

There has been a lot of producer
debate over the years on whether or
not it makes financial sense to sort
wool to the level that both
programs above require.  I believe
if producers buy into certifying their
wool clip by adhering to a standard
and process that is most acceptable
with the rest of the world, that their
will be a chance for an additional
profit with our wool product for
years to come.

I want to thank the American Sheep
Industry for continually looking for
new ways to making our California
Sheep Industry more sustainable
and profitable.

Sincerely,

John Cubiburu
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Private landowners interested in
establishing or improving wildlife
habitat on farm or ranchland are
invited to apply for help through the
USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS). The
new sign up period for the Wildlife
Habitat Incentives Program (WHIP)
begins immediately running
through Friday, Jan. 23, 2009.
Authorized under the 2008 Farm
Bill, the WHIP program provides 75
percent of the cost of approved
practices undertaken to benefit
wildlife. While the purpose of the
program remains enhancing wildlife
habitat on private or Tribal land,
eligibility is now limited to private
agricultural landowners. Projects to
improve habitat for threatened,
endangered and other species of
special concern may receive priority.
All program applicants must submit
project proposals which will be
ranked according to environmental
benefits to wildlife. The ranking
criteria as well as eligibility and
application procedures are available
by http://www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/
programs/whip/, or by contacting
your local county NRCS office.

SCHAFER COMMENTS
ON F ARM FIN AN CIAL

FORECAST
WASHIN GTON , D.C.,

U.S. Secretary of Agriculture Ed
Schafer made the following
statement regarding today’s fourth
quarter farm financial forecast
published by USDA’s Economic

Indus tr y N ew s - Updat es
Research Service.
“America’s agriculture continues a
positive growth - a fifth straight year
of record crop receipts, historically
sound farm asset balance, and the
third-highest net cash income over
the last 33 years. Farmers remain
prudent in their borrowing amid
increased costs for seed, fuel and
fertilizer. Livestock receipts of the
past two years are up although
producers are managing the
increased costs to their operations.
Producers’ total expenses are
expected to increase nearly 16
percent this year. The marketplace,
not the government, has provided
the source of income, with crop
supports falling from $11 billion to
$810 million in three years.”

44444 ththththth  Annual Summit Annual Summit Annual Summit Annual Summit Annual Summit
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Don’t miss out on the opportunity
to participate in the 4th Annual
Summit of the California
Rangeland Conservation Coalition
scheduled for January 8-9, 2009 in
Chico, CA. This is a once a year
opportunity where ranchers, land
managers, agency staff and
environmentalists come together to
learn about cooperative
conservation, research results on
California’s workings landscapes
and much more. Also, you will not
want to miss out on the addition to
this year’s Summit, a tour of
Northern California’s working
rangelands.
Register before December 31 for
this educational and inspirational
event at http://
s t o r e . c a l c a t t l e m e n . o r g /
summit.aspx.

The complete schedule is on the
attached flyer or you can obtain
more information by visiting
www.carangeland.org.

FSIS Issues UpdatedFSIS Issues UpdatedFSIS Issues UpdatedFSIS Issues UpdatedFSIS Issues Updated
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The Food Safety and Inspection
Service (FSIS) has issued Notice 88-
08, which provides updated
information to FSIS about the
receipt, slaughter and inspection of
cattle, bison, sheep and goats
imported from Canada.
This notice cancels FSIS Notice 14-
07 and updates the instructions for
inspection of these animals with the
following changes: “ bovines born
after March 1, 1999, arriving from
Canada are eligible for slaughter; “
verification of animals coming from
the feedlot refers to activities
involving sheep and goats only in
this notice and no longer involves
bovines; “ FSIS personnel are to
conduct another awareness meeting
at establishments that have chosen
to, or that may choose to, receive
ruminants from Canada; “ FSIS will
no longer hold pregnant bovines,
and pregnant cattle and bison are
now eligible for slaughter; “
collection of fetal bovine serum
from the fetuses of Canadian
animals is no longer prohibited; and
“ the notice identifies a new place
to send the VS Form 1-27, “Permit
for Movement of Restricted
Animals.” To view this notice, go to
www.fsis.usda.gov/OPPDE/rdad/
FSISNotices/88-08.pdf.



CWGA is now carrying FootVax
and Covexin 8 vaccine!

Protect your flock’s health
and support CWGA!

Purchase your vaccine today!

See page 8 or go to www.woolgrowers.org
for more information.

Looking for a last
minute Christmas gift?

Give the gift of
CWGA!

membership, hats,
windbreakers, license
plate frames, pelts,

and vaccines!



F r esno L iv es t oc k

Commission LLC
559 W Lincoln - Fresno, CA 93706 -- (559) 237-5259

Lambs and sheep sell at 11:00 a.m. every Saturday
Average over 100 consignors and 100 buyers every week!

Hauling and Special Sales Available

Phil Tews - Auctioneer
Cindy Stuhan - Co-Owner

Lambs Ewes

RamsSheep

Livestock Guardian Puppies
Anatolian Cross

Working Parents, raised with sheep,
goats and chickens

Available NOW!
Contact: Sue Reuser

(530) 865-0255 www.cormo.us

Guard DogsGuard DogsGuard DogsGuard DogsGuard Dogs
FFFFF or Saleor Saleor Saleor Saleor Sale

Va ccine
sold by CW GA

- FootVax -
Footvax is a multi-strain ovine footrot bacterin for the prevention

and treatment of footrot in sheep. Designed to stimulate a
strong immunological response for the protection from new

infection and treatment of infection if already present.
$88 per 50 dose vial

$78 per 50 dose vial with an order of more than 12 vials

 - Blue Tongue -
Bluetongue disease occurs primarily during the months of
summer and early fall. For this reason animals should be

vaccinated in the spring or early summer to establish immunity
before outbreaks occur .

10, 11 and 17 strains - 100 dose vials - $32/vial

Campylobacter Fetus-Jejuni Bacterin
A two strain vaccine that is recommended for use to prevent

abortion losses associated with either C.fetus or C.Jejuni
Available in 50 and 125 dose bottles

- Covexin 8 -
For the vaccination of healthy cattle and sheep against diseases
caused b y Clostridium chauv oei, Cl. septicum, Cl. no vyi T ype B , Cl.
haemolyticum, Cl. tetani and Cl. perfringens T ypes C and D . Refer

to label for complete information.
Sheep Dosage:  Inject 5 ml. subcutaneously followed by a 2 ml.

dose in 6 weeks. Revaccinate annually with 2 ml. prior to periods
of extreme risk or parturition. See addititional revaccination

information on label.

Call today - (916) 444-8122 Place your order today, with CWGA!

W or king bor der
collies for sale:

registered!

3 year old obedient male, black & white.
Dog trained on sheep and cattle. Great
working dog & very affectionate. Great
pet, also. Long haired registered border
collie. $1500
12 week old border collie registered
pup, black & white female. Sweet pup
with great instincts. Mother and father
are both great working dogs & on
premises. Come see them in action! Lots
of promise with right trainer! $400

Contact: krobidart@aol.com or
(209) 727-3349



Minimizing Labor and Emphasizing Safety

Shaul’s Manufacturing
www.shaulsmfg.com

- Feeders - Panels
- Creep Panels - Show Rails
- Loading Chutes - Gates
- Squeeze Chutes - Stock Racks
- Grooming Stands - Birthing Pens

For all of your livestock needs, call or contact us at:
sshaul@comcast.net - (530) 695-8185

Thank you - Bill and Susan Shaul
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January 14, 2009January 14, 2009January 14, 2009January 14, 2009January 14, 2009
Workshop - Water Quality, Range Pasture
and Livestock Management.  Hosted by

UCCE in Browns Valley, Ca

January 17, 2009January 17, 2009January 17, 2009January 17, 2009January 17, 2009
Yolo County Sheep Field Day

Yolo, CA

January 22-24, 2009January 22-24, 2009January 22-24, 2009January 22-24, 2009January 22-24, 2009
American Sheep Industry Annual Meeting

San Diego, CA

March 13, 2009March 13, 2009March 13, 2009March 13, 2009March 13, 2009
CWGA Board Meeting

Los Banos, CA

April 18, 2009April 18, 2009April 18, 2009April 18, 2009April 18, 2009
California Ram Sale

Tulare, CA

For more information about any of these events,
visit www.woolgrowers.org for detailed

information


